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PROTOCOL FOR SAFE TRANSPORTATION OF THE DEAD BODY OF SUSPECTED 

OR CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASE TO CREMATION GROUND FROM POINT OF 

ENTRY (POEs) 

 

1. Background 

This protocol has been developed in view of increasing number of dead bodies brought in from 

abroad into the country.  

 

2. Scope 

This protocol is to facilitate the transportation of dead body brought from abroad to the 

cremation/funeral site. 

 

3. Objective 

To prevent COVID-19 transmission while transporting and handling dead body from point of 

entry to cremation/funeral site.  

4. Pre-requisite for the transportation and handling of dead bodies 

4.1. Any dead body being repatriated from any country during the COVID-19 pandemic 

should be treated as high risk for transmission and infection of COVID-19.   

4.2. (The dead body should be put in the body bag and sealed in a coffin using the COVID-

19 safety protocol of the country of origin.)   

4.3. All due procedures and formalities for transporting the dead body from abroad should be 

completed by the concerned parties 

4.4. The bereaved family members/concerned Embassy/consulate should inform to the 

Bhutan Red Cross Society (BRCS)1 at least a day prior to the arrival of the dead 

body/mortal remains in the country. 

4.5. On arrival of the dead body at the airport or PoE, the disinfection will be carried out by 

the disinfecting team. 

4.6. After the disinfection, the dead body will be handed over to the BRCS volunteers  

4.7. All BRCS and bereaved family members should wear proper PPE (family members- 

surgical mask and gloves, BRCS members-as per the protocol) 

4.8. The vehicle for transporting the body can be arranged by either the BRCS volunteers or 

bereaved family members 

4.9. Dead body shall be directly taken to the cremation site from the airport or ground 

crossing.  

4.10. Upon arrival of the body at the cremation sites, the BRCS will take over the body 

if the body was transported by the family members 

4.11. The dead body shall be handled and managed as per the SOP for ‘Safe and 

dignified management of dead body of suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case’.  

 
1 Focal point- Ms. Sonam Peldon, BRCS #77334208 Email id- sonam.peldon@brcs.bt  

mailto:sonam.peldon@brcs.bt
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4.12. The family member or person accompanying the dead body shall undergo 

compulsory 21 days of facility quarantine.  

4.13. The receiving members who receive the body at the airport and ground crossing 

shall not be required to undergo quarantine. 

 

5. Procedures for handling of dead bodies at the airport  

5.1. Anyone coming in contact with the dead body, must ensure the standard preventive 

measure including hand washing and disinfection while handling the body. 

5.2. Minimum number of staff with appropriate PPEs i.e scrub suit, long sleeved fluid-

resistant gown, gloves, face shield or goggles, N95 mask (or FFP2/FFP3) for aerosol-

generating procedures and boots should be involved in the handing and transfer of the 

deceased. 

5.3. As soon as the body is removed from the aircraft, the Airport team disinfect the body 

using appropriate disinfectants. 

5.4. Check for the leakage of any fluid from the body and contain the leakage before 

transferring to the vehicle.  

5.5. Wrap in a new plastic bag following the disinfection and making sure that the leakage is 

contained.           

5.6. Keep minimum movement of the body / coffin and safe handling during the transfer. 

5.7. Disinfect the environment surface and vehicle carrying the dead body before leaving the 

airport bay.  

5.8. Aircraft shall be disinfected using the protocols of the civil aviation and airlines.  

5.9. After the transfer, disinfect the PPEs and carefully remove them ensuring no 

contamination or touching of soiled masks or clothing surfaces. 

5.10. Before and after the transfer, wash hands with soap and water for 40-60 seconds.  

5.11. If soap and water are not available, rub your hands for 20-30 seconds with an alcohol-

based hand sanitizer that contains 60-80% alcohol. 

 

6. Procedures for handling of dead bodies at the ground crossing  

6.1. The team at the ground crossing shall handle the dead body as per steps 5.1 to 5.11 and 

follow the protocols for ‘safe and dignified management of dead bodies.  

 

 


